“Tussle the Mussel”
By PA3 Bill Colclough

No more than the size of a human hair and able to clog the water intakes of a small city, a beast of the least proportions bedevils Great Lakes ecosystems. A legion of six invaders hiding in commercial container ships constitute a motley posse of foreign critters expanding and displacing native species in their habitat.
Wanted dead or alive are the Purple Loosestrife, Eurasian Ruffe, Sea Lamprey and Zebra Mussels. For every prey there is a predator and for every predator – there is yet a higher one. And if Marine Science Technicians in the Ninth Coast Guard District have their way, the Great Lakes will be nothing more than a freshwater grave for these six bio-bandits.
To muscle the mussels out of the lake, MST’s are only able, so far, to referee the zebra against the Lake Erie clams, since eradication is impossible with current technology.

These small fish and plant life spell big trouble in the Great Lakes.
Here is a glimpse of the Great Lakes invasive species:

Sea Lamprey – one of the first to invade the Great Lakes from the Atlantic Ocean. It has been very damaging because part of its life cycle is spent feeding parasitically on the blood of host fish like native lake trout.
Zebra Mussel – Transported to North America in the ballast water of a  transatlantic freighter and colonized parts of Lake St. Clair. Mussels are successful invaders because they live and feed in many different aquatic habitats. Because young mussels are so small, they are spread easily by water currents and can drift for miles before settling.
Eurasian Ruffe – Small, aggressive exotic percid species introduced into Lake Superior in the mid-1980’s. 
Spiny Water Flea – A tiny crustacean  with a long, sharp, barbed-tail spine first found in Lake Huron in 1984. Its sharp spine makes it extremely hard for small fish to eat, leaving only some large fish to feed on them.

Round Goby – A small, bottom-dwelling fish found in all of the Great Lakes, and once they arrive they can become the dominant fish species; produce a large number of healthy offspring in a short period of time.
