Visit from a frigate

by PA2 Bill Colclough


It’s been seven years since the twin towers of the World Trade Center fell along with approximately 2,975 American citizens on a bright, baleful morning. While that                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    attack specifically targeted the United States, allies like Canada were quick to offer support in the global war on terror.  To honor the memory of that fateful event, approximately 30 members of the Ninth Coast Guard District and sailors of the Canadian frigate, Charlottetown, spent Sept. 11, 2008, helping to build two houses for Habitat for Humanity and participating in the City of Cleveland’s Patriot’s Day observances.
"We always work closely with our Canadian counterparts to make the Great Lakes safer and more prosperous," said Lt. David French, Ninth District External Affairs Officer.  “Spending our time building houses on Sept. 11 seemed like a good way to honor those we’ve lost in the war on terror.”

The Charlottetown, a 442-foot Canadian frigate arrived in the Port of Cleveland at Dock 32 behind the museum ship William G. Mather at 10 a.m., Sept. 10. The Coast Guard Cutter Alder, a 225-foot buoytender homeported in Duluth, Minn., escorted the Charlottetown into port. 
Recently, the frigate completed a six-month deployment to the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea as part of Canada's continuing contributions to the campaign against terrorism known as Operation Enduring Freedom. It also helped to deter threats to maritime security - illegal migration, smuggling and piracy - that harm legitimate commerce in the Gulf region. 
Charlottetown’s crew boarded three vessels with known ties to terrorists during the deployment, intercepting 2,000 cases of alcohol and six metric tons of narcotics. The ship also rendered assistance to three vessels in distress, saving the lives of 23 mariners.

While in Cleveland, the Canadian Navy, members from the Ninth Coast Guard District, Integrated Support Command, Electronics Support Detachment Cleveland and Stations Fairport and Lorain helped Habitat for Humanity install siding and insulation on two houses under construction in eastern Cleveland.

 The crew of the Charlottetown and members of the U.S. Coast Guard also joined forces for several events around town. Kicking off the Charlottetown’s visit was a panel discussion on Canada-U.S. Security and Defense Cooperation at Home and Abroad at Case Western Reserve University School of Law Sept. 9. A joint team also participated in the City of Cleveland’s Patriot’s Day Ceremony at City Hall here Sept. 11.
On Sept. 12, the Alder returned to its homeport, and the Charlottetown sailed to Windsor, Ontario to resume its tour of the Great Lakes. Though the Alder and Charlottetown set sail for their homeports Sept. 12, the crews left a spirit of cooperation and feeling of hope for a city.

"This was a great opportunity for the citizens of Cleveland to thank our Canadian counterparts for the work they do in counternarcotics, counterterrorism and search and rescue," said French.

